
“Trust”

When the world’s gone mad. Who do you trust?



Logline:

A young jewish girl has to outsmart 

a Nazi Lieutenant, who wiles her 

with sweet talk and chocolate into 

revealing her family’s true identity.

  



Based on a True Story



Synopsis:                                                      

Lena and her family have taken on new identities in Italy to flee the Nazis during WW2. Waiting for 

her father and uncle to return, Lena and her mom are visited by a Nazi Lieutenant and an officer. 

Lieutenant Dietrich tells them her father and uncle are being detained to check and make sure their 

papers are authentic. Lena’s mom Nada is horrified when the Lieutenant offers, (orders), to take, “polite 

and pretty” Lena for a walk. 

At a park the Lieutenant attempts to trick Lena into giving up her family’s identity. With chocolate 

and outdoor play, Lena experiences fun that any teenage girl would embrace. Especially a girl that has 

been in hiding and hungry.

A moment in time during WW2 that exemplifies the acts of bravery and courage we have yet to 

discover.



Why this story?
  My friend Inge Telcher inspired this story. How sad that 

she should experience what goes on in our world today. I 
hope to honor her. Last week White Nationalists marched 
down the streets of Portland, and New York City, Detroit 
and cities all over the world. This awakened in me a need 
to yell from the rooftops, “We must never forget!” When I 
heard this story of fortitude in such a young a girl, I was 
moved to a call to action. What better action than ART. 
What better action than a film that I hope will awaken in 
people the message that we must not allow hate to lead our 
world. 

    
I believe this story needs to be told, that it’s relevant right    
now. So many young people, and old for that matter, need 
to remember what can happen if we lose sight of what is 
right. 



Then...

Now



The color pallette is inspired by the film Dunkirk



And by the light and color of Italy 

during WW2. 

The colors have a restrained and muted tone, 

which creates just the right touch of danger. 

With quick splashes of deeper tones that keep 

it alive.



LENA

Like most teens, Lena is a live 

wire that must be kept 

“tranquilla,” because of the war 

and being a fugitive. She worries 

about her friends and family, yet 

the full impact of what they are 

running from doesn’t hit her 

until the walk with the 

Lieutenant. Where her true 

mettle is tested.



Lieutenant 
Dietrich

   With kind eyes and a soft voice, 

who would be afraid to walk 

with him?  Especially if it 

meant swinging on a swing at a 

park.

   But the charm turned confusing 

when he pushed a little too hard. 

Then, when he spoke German, 

the threat was all too real.



NADA

There is an intensity of love when a mother has to 
protect her child from such dark forces. Nada is 
loving and smart. She mourns and misses being 
able to be true to her roots. 

She is frightened to death when she sees her 
daughter leave with the Lieutenant. Will she see 
her again?



Meet some of the Team inspired to bring this story to life:
Diane Lansing - Writer / Director
Bio: Chosen as one of ISA’s Top 25 Writers To Watch in 2019, Diane remains busy working on her seventh 
screenplay. She has screened her directing work at the DGA, garnered awards and laurels like: an ATHE 
Award, Cinema At The Edge, L-Dub film festivals, Global Shorts the Taiwan International Queer Film Festival 
and Cote d’ Azure Web Fest. As part of the Women In Film PSA program, Diane worked as a writer, director. 
A PSA she wrote won an Aurora Award. Her screenplays have placed in various festivals. The drama, 
Wonder And Lightning won the ISA’s fellowship to Stowe Story Lab. The comedy, Dr. Jackie and Ms. Heidi 
won Diane a scholarship to the Rocaberti Writers Retreat in France. Writing, creating and collaborating 
through film are now her driving force.

Renee Begley - Producer
Bio: Renee Dorian is a working Actress/ Writer/ Producer that has been in the Entertainment 
Industry for over 12+ years. Her credits include but are not limited to: TV’s BLACKish, Randall and 
Hilda are NOT a couple - a Pilot for ABC, Scandal, National Commercials, Animated Series on 
Nickelodeon and Disney and more. In 2015 she co-wrote and sold her first Feature Film, The 
Funhouse Massacre, that can now be found on Prime. Renee has been producing since 2012, 
and couldn’t be more excited to produce a short that’s story is way too prevalent today. 

Travis LaBella - Director of Photography 
Bio: Travis LaBella is a Director of Photography and filmmaker based in Los Angeles, CA. He got his start 
shooting documentaries and was the recipient of the ASC Student Heritage Documentary Award for 
Language of the Unheard, which was featured in American Cinematographer, and screened at the Cannes 
Short Film Corner. He now shoots a range of narrative, commercial, and documentary work. In 2019 Travis 
won an LA Emmy for his work on That Far Corner: Frank Lloyd Wright in Los Angeles for KCET / PBS. He 
has shot commercial spots for Toyota, Disney, Kia, MVMT, Ray Ban, and more.



Laura Colaneri 
Bio: Laura started her her career as a makeup artist in 2001 after attending cosmetology school in Louisville, 
KY. After a decade of working in cosmetics, it was then she decided to move on to the next chapter of her 
career as a freelance makeup artist. Working mostly in cities such as Los Angeles, Orange County, and San 
Diego. Laura’s work has been seen in film/tv, commercial, editorial, documentaries, reality tv, award shows, as 
well as bridal makeup. She is very diverse in her makeup skills, and knowledgeable about the newest and 
safest brands to use on the market. Laura is also Vegan and tends to stay away from harmful products that not 
only hurt animals, but also could hurt a client’s face, or the plant. 

Cassandra Coppola - Production Manager
Bio: Cassandra  is currently working as a Producer/1st AD in Los Angeles, CA. She previously worked at 
NewFilmmakers Los Angeles (NFMLA) as the Administrative and Educational Coordinator. She graduated 
with a B.A. in Communications from Purchase College in Westchester County, NY. She then continued her 
education at the S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications at Syracuse University where she 
received her M.A. in Television, Radio and Film. Since moving to Los Angeles, Cassandra has worked as a 
Producer and Assistant Director on multiple productions including short films, feature films, music videos 
and television shows. Her background in dance, music, theatre and film have helped shape her as a 
storyteller and she will continue to create films that reflect her goals of making a more inclusive and diverse 
entertainment industry in-front of and behind the camera.

Michelle Jaha - Production Designer
Michelle is a Production Designer, Art Director, and all around film nerd from Louisville, KY. A graduate 
of Xavier University, she first put her graphic design degree to work as Property Master in 2012 for the 
film Where Hope Grows. By 2016 she was headed to Los Angeles to assist the producer on feature 
commentaries for thedigitally remastered first five Marx Brothers' classicsand the feature documentary, 
The Marx Brothers: Hollywood's Kings of Chaos. Her projects since include The Orchard's In The 
Radiant City, Hallmark's The Ultimate Legacy, and Netflix horror flick The Open House. In addition to 
art and design, Michelle is the Production Coordinator at Lunacy Productions, which recently released 
the successful features Rust Creek andPlus One. Michelle is honored to be a part of this production 
and powerful story!



Why we need you!

First of all, thank you. Thank you for taking time out of your day to look at our pitch deck. Because of 

possible investors like you, we may just have the funds we need to tell a great story. A true events story. 

A story that we hope you can connect with and support.

 

The funds that you donate will be tax deductible through our  Non-Profit 501c3 Fiscal Sponsor, Pitch 

Her Productions. All funds will be used for the production of our film, Trust, including but not limited 

to: Pre-production, SAG talent, locations, permits and insurance, 2-3 days of film production using 

cinematic lenses, cameras, period costumes, sets, a talented crew, and once it’s complete, film festival 

submissions. 

 

With your generous contribution we hope to create not only a great story but a community where our 

children can grow up in a world not ruled by hate. We must show them that we can overcome this but 

we have to do it together.



“Trust”
   Registered with WGA

Production Contact 

Production email:
 themovietrust@gmail.com 

mailto:themovietrust@gmail.com

